
Ss. John and Paul Parish 
1401 First Avenue South 
Altoona, Iowa 50009 

Kitchen News 

Planning for a new kitchen has been underway since June. 
The committee has represented the demands on the kitchen—
Faith Formation meals, social events, meetings and receptions; 
funeral lunches; parish meals, coffee and rolls; fish fries and 
meals by the Knights; rentals by groups and families.   

Working with architect Robert Ridgway and a kitchen de-
signer, the committee has made final recommendations. These 
include enhanced cold storage, large dishwasher, efficient  

range and convection ovens. The layout would 
have a storage pantry, large serving window, 
movable islands, an outside entrance and outdoor 
accommodation for grilling.  

Current equipment is to be used as possible, 
as a savings on outfitting the space.  
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A message from our Pastor 
 

It Is Now Time to Begin:  
Building Faith,  

for the Future of the Parish 
 

It is now time to begin the next phase of expanding 
our parish facility. In this Newsletter you will find infor-
mation about how we will proceed.   

2018 is the 35th anniversary of Ss. John and Paul  
Parish, established by the Diocese October 4, 1983. It’s 
a moment for us to give thanks to God for the life and 
growth and vitality of our community of faith. And it’s a 
moment to embrace our future as well—taking steps to 
provide for the needs of a growing parish.   

In the past year, there have been numerous meetings 
and discussions to consider issues, options, contingen-
cies, risks, anxieties, timing, financing, and to make de-
tailed preparations. All this has involved the Pastoral 

Council and the Facilities Expansion Committee, the 
Finance Council and its expansion financing committee, 
the parish staff, architect Robert Ridgway and contractor 
Jason Jones, a kitchen planning committee, business 
manager, John Mineart and me. We requested and re-
ceived formal approval to proceed from Bishop Richard 
Pates and the Diocese of Des Moines.   

Now it is time for us to step out in faith. As a parish, 
we step into the future with confi-
dence, with hope, with plans, with 
prayers. May God bless our efforts at 
“Building Faith” and building the fu-
ture of our parish. May God bless our 
efforts, as God has blessed this parish 
throughout its first 35 years.  

 

 

 

Inside the Newsletter you’ll see the timetable and 
plans for the next steps of parish expansion. Initial work 
will take place this summer, a groundbreaking ceremony 
this fall, and full construction work in March through 
December 2019.  

As a community of faith, we now do what we al-
ways must do—we step out in faith.  

 

It is now time to begin. 

We now do what we always must do— 

We step out in faith.  

Estimated Funding needed for entire  
Phase 2 project: 

 

New hall & kitchen (10,063 sf)  $2,050,200 
Renovate hall & offices (8,620 sf) 440,640 
Site prep/utilities/grease trap 306,000 
Kitchen equipment 102,000 
Architect fees 190,667 
New Total $3,114,507 
 

 
Building Fund  $1,273,854.88 

Memorials  
 

In remembrance of loved ones, families and friends  
have made special gifts to the Building Fund.  
Gifts have been received in remembrance of:  
 

Heidi Allen Duane Laffey 

Rosemary Assink Pamela Meeker 

Alyce Conley Bernard Mengwasser 

Guy Gabriel José de Jesús Quiñones 

Eldon Gries James Van Dee 

Helen Hoagland Anna Vanni 

Marcia Hurley Patt Wilson 

Dr. M.P. Phelan Kircher Brian Woody 



   Q & A 

SSJP Building Planning Update  

Following a series of meetings in October through January, it became apparent that to move 
forward with the building project the parish would need additional clarity and details. The architect 
needs time to complete drawings and so dialogue with the builder for a consensus on prices. This 
is the detailed work between now and June 2018 (at the start of timeline, “Finalize plans”).   

At that point, the Expansion Committee will have much better numbers, then allowing the ex-
pansion financing committee to adjust the budget or return to the Expansion Committee to consid-
er modifications of the plan (“Budget adjustments”). This is planned to occur during the  
 

What is the “ground breaking”? Often as a large project begins, a “ground breaking” takes place, a ceremonial 
event. It’s a time to gather everyone involved in planning the project and to signify the start of executing the 
plan. The 35th anniversary of the parish, a significant milestone, is an excellent moment to mark the start of the 
construction. 
 
What is the current balance of our Building Fund? As of this Newsletter, the balance in the Building Fund  
is $1,273,854.88. This includes parish savings designated for the project, pledge payments and gifts received.  
 
What are the outstanding pledges yet to be received? We estimate the parish can expect an additional 
$300,000 in pledges and from Sharing God’s Gifts. Pledges continue to be filled on a weekly and monthly basis.   
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summer months, thus providing adequate time to consider changes to either the budget or the pro-
ject or the time line (“Refine plans”).  The “Ground Breaking” is currently set to coincide with the 
Fall Gala events—the 35th anniversary of the parish. By then the plans and budget will be in place.   

The plan calls for advance work and site preparation this summer. This work will include re-
moving trees, relocation of the gas lines, adding windows to the north side of the existing hall. All 
this “Site Prep” will be woven into and around activities in the summer and early fall.  Winter will 
limit the amount of work that can take place but again allows time to continue refining the plans.   

What is the estimated cost of work to be done in 2018?  We expect to spend between $200,000 and  $250,000, 
if we are able to complete roofing work as well as site preparation.   
 
What are some ways I can make a pledge? You can make a one-time gift or come on board with a 3 or 5-year 
pledge.  Pledge cards are in the gathering space.  You can visit our website to complete a form for automatic 
withdrawal or set up payments through WeShare.  Feel free to contact the office about setting up your pledge. 
 
What are other donation options besides cash or check? You can make a gift of stock or even tax-free dona-
tions from a qualified individual retirement account. See our website for more details. 

 
 
 
     The “Major Construction” is cur-
rently targeted to begin in March 
2019 and continue though December, 
the new hall and kitchen then ready 
for use. The transition from the old 
kitchen to the new would then be 
followed by remodeling work to the 
existing structure. This interior work 
could begin as soon as the new kitch-
en and hall are up and running.  
 
     The timeline provides natural 
pauses in the plan, decision points 
and some deadlines along the way, to 
make sure this project continues to 
move forward.  The Councils and 
committees’ desire is to make use of 
the funds that people have so gener-
ously donated to this project.  
 
     There will continue to be meet-
ings and adjustments to this plan, and 
additional details presented in news-
letters and in bulletin and website 
updates.   


